
John Jesurun -- Timeframe 
 
It is by now an established feature of our art gallery to showcase the work of a visiting artist at Lang. John Jesurun is our Arts/Theater visiting 
artist this fall, following Alyce Santoro for Arts in Context (Fall 05), Ann Ellsworth for Music (Spring 06), and Yuriko with the Martha Graham Dance 
Spring Festival for Dance (Spring 06). 
Jesurun is currently leading a workshop with Lang students that will culminate in the staging of Firefall – Part 1, from December 7 to December 
10 at the Bank Street Theater in the West Village.  
 
With this exhibition, on the one hand we wanted to highlight Jesurun’s achievements in contemporary theater and draw attention to his 
presence in our community; on the other hand, we wanted to create an ambience that refers to some of Jesurun’s visual techniques, 
abstracted from their original context. 
When walking into the Skybridge one initially faces violet screens that suggest transportation into another dimension. Jesurun’s surreal, 
dreamlike world is here evoked through the use of colored filters for the lights and shades for the windows. The minimalist use of space within 
the show directly addresses Jesurun's aesthetic. His theater productions play with light and color but do not use an abundant amount of 
traditional sets. As the curatorial team for the Skybridge, our intention was to interpret his vision, and at the same time create an original 
setting. 
Black and white pixilated faces on the windows echo the visual aspect of many of Jesurun’s plays. Through the use of a video camera and 
projector, live close ups on a character’s face make the audience feel as if they are being watched. The faces on Skybridge windows are the 
faces of our curatorial team; in a Jesurun-esque twist of roles, we are making a usually invisible component of a gallery (the curator) a part of 
the visible space. The show is always changing with the outside light; the violet windows dominate during the day, while the red lights become 
more apparent as darkness surrounds the gallery. An extensive timeline spans the majority of the wall accompanied by photographs from 
Jesurun’s many productions. Above the timeline bursts of texts from Jesurun’s current production in progress at Lang College, Firefall – Part 1, 
give insight into the complex yet playful arrangement of dialogue.  
 
The soundscape, curated by Sarah Montague and her team, broadcasts an interview with John Jesurun and excerpts from Firefall Part I, as 
well as various tracks related to his plays.  
 
In anticipation of the play, there will be a Firefall website which will  serve as a "portal" to the other Firefall places on the internet,  such as the 
Firefall myspace network, and other sites with streaming  media, such as news sites, which will be incorporated into the play. 
 
You may start off looking here:  http://www.myspace.com/beautifuljudaskiss 
that is the link to the website's myspace page, which has links to   the characters' pages. 
 
We hope that this show will give a sense of  John Jesurun’s alternative view of theater and the lack of boundaries that encompasses his vision.  
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